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SEMINAR 1 

ENGLISH AS A GERMANIC LANGUAGE 

SPECIFIC FEATURES OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES 

Points for Discussion 

 

1. Place of Germanic languages among other IE Languages and their classification.   

2. The Comparative method.  Its founders and basic notions.  The concept of PG. 

Old Germanic languages. Pliny's classification of the Germanic tribes. * 

3. Specific features of Germanic languages.  

a/ Word stress; 

b/ Changes  in PG phonology. 

 – Changes within the system of PG consonants: Grimm’s Law, Verner’s Law; 

 – Changes within the system of PG vowels: the Germanic Vowel Shift. 

Germanic Fracture.  

    c/ Morphological structure of the PG word.   

    d/ Changes in PG  morphology. 

        – Noun Declensions; 

        – Strong and Weak Declensions of Adjectives; 

        – Strong and Weak Verbs. 

    e/ PG Vocabulary. 

 

SEMINAR 2  

OE PERIOD. OE PHONOLOGY 

Points For Discussion 

 

1. Chronological division in the History of English.* 

2. Main historical events of the OE period. * 

3. OE Dialects. * 

4. OE alphabets and written records. *   

5. Rules of reading.  

6. Word stress.  

7. OE Vocalic System. General characteristics. IE, PG and OE vowel systems compared. 

    1/ Qualitative changes: 

a) A-splitting; 

b) I-umlaut (Palatal mutation); 

c) Formation of OE diphthongs: OE Breaking, Palatal diphthongization,  

Velar mutation (Back mutation), Contraction. Germanic reflexes. 

    2/ Quantitative changes: 

a) lengthening due to rejection of consonants; 

b) lengthening before consonant clusters.   

     3/ Development of vowels in unstressed positions. 

8. OE consonant system. General characteristics. 

a) Palatalization; 

b) Assibilation; 

 c) Assimilation; 



d) Metathesis; 

e) Change of consonant groups; 

f) Loss of consonants; 

g) Shortening of long consonants in the final position;  

h) West Germanic gemination of consonants. 

 

SEMINAR 3  

OE MORPHOLOGY. NOMINAL PARTS OF SPEECH 

Points For Discussion 
 

1. General characteristics of OE Grammar. 

2. The Structure of the word in OE as compared with Early PG.  

3. The Noun.  

     1/ Grammatical categories of OE Nouns.  

     2/ Noun declensions.  

4. The Adjective.   

     1/ Grammatical categories of OE Adjectives. 

     2/ Strong and weak declensions of OE Adjectives. 

     3/ Degrees of comparison. 

5. The Pronoun.*  

    1/ Classification of OE Pronouns.  

    2/ Grammatical categories of OE Pronouns.  

    3/ Demonstrative and Personal Pronouns. 

5. The Numeral.*  

    1/ Kinds of numerals. 

    2/ Grammatical categories. 

    3/ Ways of formation. 

 

SEMINAR 4 

OE MORPHOLOGY. THE VERB 

Points for Discussion  
 

1. Grammatical categories of the OE Verb.  

2. Morphological classes of the verbs in OE (strong, weak, preterite-present, irregular) 

and the basis for their differentiation. 

    1/ Strong verbs:   

a) IE and Germanic Ablaut; 

b) “the germ” of ablaut, “the  complicator”; 

c) OE Ablaut. Basic forms and classes of OE Strong verbs. 1-5 Classes. 6-7 Classes. 

    2/ Weak verbs: 

a) origin of weak verbs and dental suffixes; 

b) basic forms and classes of OE Weak verbs. 

.   3/ Preterite-present verbs.* 

a) basic forms and classes of OE Preterite-present verbs; 



b) their specific features (origin, meaning an role they played in PG and OE); 

     4/ Anomalous verbs in OE. Their paradigms; *  

3. Conjugation of verbs in OE. 

4. Non-Finite forms of the Verb.* 

5. The Adverb.* 

 

SEMINAR 5 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD  

MIDDLE ENGLISH PHONOLOGY  

Points for Discussion 
 

1. Main historical events of the ME period. * 

2. ME dialects. 

3. Rise of the London dialect. 

4. Orthographical changes of the ME period. 

5. ME reading rules. 

6. Literary monuments of the ME period. *  

 

MIDDLE ENGLISH PHONOLOGICAL SYSTEM   

Points for Discussion 
1. ME vowel system. General characteristics.  

    1/ Ouantitative changes;  

    2/ Qualitative changes.  

2. Levelling of unstressed vowels.  

3. ME consonant system. General characteristics.   

 

SEMINAR 6 

MIDDLE ENGLISH GRAMMAR 

Points for Discussion 
 

1. General changes of Middle English grammar. 

2. Development of Nominal categories in ME.  

3. The Noun.  

4. The Adjective.  

5. The Pronoun. * 

6. The Numeral.* 

7. The Verb. Development of verbal grammatical categories in ME. 

8. Development of the morphological classes of the verb in ME.  

    1/ Strong verbs.  

    2/ Weak verbs.  

    3/ Preterite-present verbs. * 

    4/ Anomalous verbs. * 

 

 

 



SEMINAR 7 

NEW ENGLISH PERIOD. MAIN HISTORICAL EVENTS 

NEW ENGLISH PHONOLOGY. CHANGES IN NEW ENGLISH 

MORPHOLOGY  

Points for Discussion 

 

1. General characteristics of the NE Period.*  

2. Formation of the National English Language.* 

3. NEW ENGLISH PHONOLOGY. Vowels:  

    1/ The Great Vowel Shift;  

    2/ Development of short vowels;  

    3/ Rise of new long vowels;  

    4/ Rise of new diphthongs and triphthongs.  

4. NEW ENGLISH PHONOLOGY. Consonants:  

1/ Voicing of voiceless fricatives;  

2/ Vocalization of ‘r’;  

3/ Rise of new sibilants;  

4/ Simplification of consonant clusters.  

5. Foundation of Modern English Spelling 

6. NEW ENGLISH MORPHOLOGY.  

     1/ The Nominal Parts of Speech. * 

     2/ The Verb. * 

 

SEMINAR 8 

OE, ME, NE SYNTAX AND VOCABULARY 

Points for Discussion 

OE, ME and NE SYNTAX 

1. Word Order in OE.  

2. Compound Sentences in OE. Means of Connection.  

3. Complex Sentences. Types of Subordinate Clauses. Means of Connection.  

4. Negation.   

5. Changes of the ME and NE Periods. 

OE, ME and NE VOCABULARY 

1. OE Vocabulary and its Structure.  

2. Words of Common IE Origin.  

3. Words of Common Germanic Origin.  

4. Loan-words.  

5. Word- formation in OE.  

6. Specific features of ME and NE vocabulary. 

7. Foreign influence. 

8. Word-formation in ME and NE periods.  

9. Latin borrowings in the history if the English language. 

10. Regional variants of English.  

 

 



Recommended Literature: 

 

1. A History of the English Language / [ed. by R. Hogg, D. Denison]. — Cambridge : 

Cambridge University Press, 2006. — 495 p. 

2. Barber Ch. Early Modern English / Charles Barber. — Edinburgh : Edinburgh 

University Press, 1997. — 280 p. 

3. Brinton L. J. The English Language: A Linguistic History / L. J. Brinton, L. K. 

Arnovik. — Toronto : Oxford University Press, 2006. — 522 p. 

4. Denison D. English Historical Syntax: Verbal Constructions / David Denison. — 

London & New York : Longman, 1993. — 530 p. 

5. Downing A. English Grammar: A University Course / A. Downing, Ph. Locke. — 

[2nd ed.]. — London, New York : Routledge, 2006. — 610 p. 

6. The Oxford History of English / [ed. by L. Mugglestone]. — Oxford : Oxford 

University Press, 2006. — 485 p. 

7. The Syntax of Early English / [O. Fischer, A. van Kemenade, W. Koopman, W. van 

der Wurff]. — Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. — 341 р. 

8. Верба Л.Г. Історія англійської мови. – Вінниця: Нова Книга, 2012. — 296 с 

9. Семененко Г.М. Історія англійської мови: тести: навчальний посібник 

(англійською мовою. – К.: Освіта України, 2011. – 126 с 

10. Студенець Г.І. Історія англійської мови в таблицях. – К., 1998.  

 

Additional references: 

 

1. Campbell A. Old English Grammar. – Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1959. 

2. Jespersen O. Growth and Structure of the English Language. Leipzig. 1935. 

3. Muglestone L. The Oxford History of English. Oxford University Press, Inc., New 

York, 2006. 

4. Schlauch V. The English Language of Modern Times (since 1400). Warszawa. – 

London, 1964. 

5. Smith J. J. Sound Change and the History of English / Jeremy J. Smith. — Oxford : 

Oxford University Press, 2007. — 196 p. 

6. Strang B.A. History of English. – London, 1970. 

7. The Cambridge History of the English Language/ – Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. 

Press. – Vol. 1– 6 1996. 

8. The Handbook of Historical Linguistics / [ed. by B. D. Joseph, R. D. Janda]. — 

Oxford : Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 2003. — 881 p. 

9. Trask R.L. Historical Linguistics. –  London – New York: Arnold. –1996. 

10. Буніятова І.Р. Еволюція гіпотаксису в германських мовах (IV-XIII cт.): 

Монографія. –  К.: Вид. центр КНЛУ, 2003. – 327c.   

11. Васько Р.В. Давньогерманський консонантизм: парадигматика і 

синтагматика: Монографія. – К.: Вид центр КНЛУ, 2006. – 304 с. 

12. Почепцов Г.Г. A sociolinguistic paradox of the linguistic consequence of the 

Danish conquest of England // Вісник Київського університету, № 9, Серія 

іноземної філології. – Київ, 1975. 

13. Сабо O.A. Introduction to Germanic Linguistics in Tables. Kyiv –2007. 



14. Студенець Г.I. Iсторiя англiйської мови в таблицях. - К.:КДЛУ.- 1998. 

15. Студенець Г.І. Історія англійської мови. Матеріали до лекцій та дискурсів. 

Завдання до семінарів та самостійної роботи студентів. Ч. 1, 2. – Київ, 1999. 

16. Шахрай О.Б. Короткий історичний довідник з фонетики й морфології 

англійської мови. - Київ, 1971. 

 

Online sources: 

 

1. Bosworth Toller's Anglo-Saxon Dictionary online https://bosworthtoller.com/ 

2. Online Etymology Dictionary https://www.etymonline.com/ 

3. History of the English Language https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-

archive/history-of-the-english-language 

4. BBC History of English Language 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UqzBA1LNbE&list=PLHzvYltPyWa-

TPD3kKRGvG97wBHuUqVYo 

5. The King James Bible BBC Documentary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa4f9c8lnog 

6. The History of English in 10 Minutes (Open University Films, UK) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crA3DRSeuGs 

7. William Tyndale A Man and His Mission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wU9lZOddEFw 

8. The Entire History of Roman Britain (55 BC - 410 AD) // Ancient Rome 

Documentary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvtVLa4uOYc 

9. University of Toronto , English Department  History of the English Language 

website http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~cpercy/hell/ 

10. Old English Online by Jonathan Slocum and Winfred P. Lehmann 

https://lrc.la.utexas.edu/eieol/engol 

11. Studying the History of English ( Duisburg Essen University) https://www.uni-

due.de/SHE/ 

12. The History of English https://www.uni-due.de/SHE/ 

13. Virtual Linguistics Campus (Marburg University, Germany) 

https://www.youtube.com/c/LinguisticsMarburg 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=virtual+linguistics+campus 

https://bosworthtoller.com/
https://www.etymonline.com/
https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/history-of-the-english-language
https://film.britishcouncil.org/resources/film-archive/history-of-the-english-language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UqzBA1LNbE&list=PLHzvYltPyWa-TPD3kKRGvG97wBHuUqVYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UqzBA1LNbE&list=PLHzvYltPyWa-TPD3kKRGvG97wBHuUqVYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa4f9c8lnog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crA3DRSeuGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wU9lZOddEFw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dvtVLa4uOYc
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~cpercy/hell/
https://lrc.la.utexas.edu/eieol/engol
https://www.uni-due.de/SHE/
https://www.youtube.com/c/LinguisticsMarburg
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=virtual+linguistics+campus

